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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The paragraph in our last issue stat-
ing that not one of the members of the
First North Carolina Regiment ‘“‘was
given a discharge” was of course in-
correct. We intended ¢o say that
“not ome was given a dishonorable
discharge.”

Mayor Jones, of Toledo, Ohio, to
whose great victory over the opponents
of municipal ownership, we referred
gsome weeks ago, announces himself a
candidate for the Republican nomina
tion for Governcr of Ohio. Wearein-
clined to think, however, that he,
Lincoln like, is too near the great com-
mon people to command the support
of the Rapublicans of Mark Hanna's
State.

We notice that some of the cheap
farm papers are publishing articles in
defense of trusta. Better watch your
farm literature. Some of the papers
that seem 8o anxious to help the farmer
make two blades o! grass grow where
only one grew before are making des-
perate efforts to get labor entirely in
the power of monopoly. By support
ing such papers you are giving aid and
comfort to theenemy. And againand
finally—watch.

All over North Carolina the cause of
public education is making most grati-
fying progress. Oalast Monday Albe-
marle voted to issue $5,000 of bonds
for graded school purposes Oa the
same day Waynesville voted bonds for
the establishment of a graded school.
Asheville voted an increased graded
school tax in order to provide school
facilities for its growing population.
Darham voted for school bonds to en
able its school board to provide for
children as its increased population
demands. Washington by a large ma
jority voted a tax to establish graded
achools.

We learn from press dispatches that
at the pext eession of the G :orgia legis
lature Rapresentative Morria will in-
troduce a bill relative to lynchiogs
which, it seems to us will if passed,
make such lawlesaness utterly inex
cusable. Mr. Morrie’ bill provides for
the trial of the accused within five
days after this arrest and upon convic
tion the measure provides for public
haoging five days after. A unique
provisicn of the actis that the testi
mony of the assailant’s victim may be
taken in private by a special commis-
gioner in the presencs of the accused
while the trial 18 in progress.

Some very dark, myaterious things
geem to have occurred during the ses
gion of the last legiaslature. Oae of
these, relating to the changing of the
dates on the bills abolishing the Ril
road Commission and establishing the
new Corporation Commission, is espe-
pecially mysterious, and scmse of the
papera—thoee that mention the matter
at all—are hinting at ‘‘forgery.” The
question is, Who committed the *‘for-
gery,” if there was such! Some of
our Raleigh newapapers once made ita
busicess to expose ‘‘incompetency”
and “scandal ” Why do they not dive
inte this matter?

The Awmerican Steel Hoop and Cotton
Tie Company completed ite organiza
tion last week. That this company
is closely identified with the National
Steel-plate and Tin Company is evi
dent from the fact that seven of the
directors of the latter company were
elected directors of the former com-
pany. A little observation will con
vince the most skeptical that while the
various industries are forming pools
and truste the great money barons
who rule them are preparing to get all
these truats together in one colossal
co cperative combine. If the people
do not check these great combinations
now, the time may come when noth
icg short of a revolution will check
them. This is no idle or unpremedi-
tated statement. Already there is in
this country many a combice whose
pay roll is larger than that of the
United 3tates Government. When in
1893 the banks of the country wanted
the Sherman silver law repealed they
brought on a panic. But the banks in
1893 had but a small per cent. of the
power possessed by the trusts in 1899
With thousands upon thousands of
laborersa dependent upon them for
daily bread; with the manufacture of
many of the neceesaries of life solely
in their hands; with unlimited wealth
at their disposal ; with banks and finan
cial institutions in their clutches, what
Oongrese can stand the pressure that
-he trusts can bring to bear upon itt

———
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TWO HAVE DARED TO SPEAK;
ONE HAS BEEN OUSTED,
THE OTHER—?

Prof. John R. Commons haa lost his
position as Professor of Political Econ-
omy at Syracuse University. He had
the courage to attack trusts and show
up corporate greed

The statement was given out that he

seems to give the true reason:

“The stories that have appeared in
relaticn to Prof. Commons’ leaving the
university have all been incorrect. The
true reason of his leaving lies in the
fact that he was forbidden to attack
monopolies and trusts by Chancellor
Day. Thisneither the professcr nor
the chancellor will deny, and while it
is not public knowledge is absolutely
¢rue. The main reason for the chan
cellor’s action is without doubt due to
the fact that the president of the board
of trustees is John D. Archbold, of the
Standard O |1 trust, and the presence
on the board of others who are inter-
eated in other trusts.”

Prof. Commons’ fate, however, has
not yet frightened Prof. Albion W.
Small into silence. Prof. tmall fills
the chair of Political Economy in
Chicago University. In a recent lec-
ture he said :

“In thie age of so called democracy
we are geiting into the thralls of the
mosat relentless system of economic oli-
garchy that history has thus far re-
corded. That capital from which most
of us, directly or indirectly, get cur
bread and butter is becor~~ the most
undemocratic, inhuman and atheistic
of all the heathen divinities. It breeds
children but to devour the bodies of
some, the souls of others and to put
out the spiritual eyesight of the reet.
The socialistic indictments of our civ
ilization are essentially sound. Mind,
I do not say the remedies are sound,
but the indictments are true.

“There are clouds on the social hor

izon already bigger than a man’s hand,
foretelling changes of which no one is
wise enough to predict the end. If
present tendencies continue it will not
be long before the men whosee business
it is to communicawe ideas will be
gagged by those who publish ideas,
and the publishers will be shackled by
makers of paper, and the paper manu-
facturers will be held up by the trans
portation lines, and the transportation
corporations by the producers of steel,
and the ateel industries by the coal ¢p-
erators, and the coal minera by the oil
producers and the oil maguoates by
the stove makers, and the cook stove
men by the sugsr trust, acd the sugar
interests by Wall street, and the stock
brokerz by the labor unions, and they
by the farmers, and the farmers, Gid
help them, by everybody. I am not
throwing the dust of my library ino
your faces, but if you heed the symp
toms from bank and (flize, factory and
railroad headquarters and daily press,
you have disc,vered that the very
men who made these combinations are
beginnicg to be frightened at their
gshadows. Thesa very business men
who claim to have a monopuly of prac
tical ‘horse sense’ have involved them
selves and all of us in a grim tragedy
They are asked in a et way how it
is all going to end. Whnether ihey re-
alizs it or not, our vision of freedom is
passing into the eclipse of uaniveraal
corporation in the intereat of capital.
The march of human progress is get-
ting reduced to marking time in the
lock step of capital’s chain gang. It
would make indefinitely more for hu
man weal if every dollar of wealth
was cleared off the earth, if we could
have instead of it industry and hcmes
and j 1stice an 1 love and faith, than to
be led much further into the devil’s
dance of capitalism.”
Thisa is very strong language—too
strong to suit Rcckfeller & Co. Prof.
Small will doubtleas keep gilent here-
after or share the fate of Profs. An-
drews of Brown Uaniversity, Com-
mons of Syracuse, Ely of Johnes Hop
kins, Adame of Cornell, and others
Mark the predicticn.

—t -
DR. HILLIS AND THE FAITH OF
THE FATHERS,

The Charlotte Observer a few Sun
days ago made some rather cutting
criticisme aimed at Rev. Newell D #ight
Hillis, who has jast gone from Chicago
to New York to succeed Dr. Lyman
Abbott as pastor of Plymouth church.
Among other things it said, after re
ferring to Dr. Hillis" ““I'wentieth Cen
tury Sarmons:”

‘“‘Literature is well enough in its
place, but that place is not the pulpit.
Not long ago, Mr. Heory Watterson,
in Toe Louisville Courier Jcurnal, said
that a8 far as his paper had any con
nection with religion, it would advo
cate ‘the preaching of Jesus Christ
and Him crucifi:d.” The CUbserver, in
the midst of the rushing, feverish,
iconoclastic times we live in, when the
teachings of the forefathers, in relig
ion, statecraft and ali else, are regarded
a8 old wives' fablca, doss not hesitate
to endorse the old conservative of The

iOauriar Journrl. The old story, first

learned ‘at the mc“her’s knee, is new
eoough still. The world doees not need
‘20:h century sermons.’” It had better
cling to the 19:h and the 18:h and the
17sh century sermons, and better still,
to the 3-d and 21:d century sermons,
and best of all to the 13t century ser-
mozs. As chaff which the wind driveth
away, 80 are literary essays by the side
of the teaching of Paul on Mar's Hill,
Peter on the day of Pentecost, and the
Sermon on the Mount.”

The O sserver seems to be right itself
but it evidently misunderstands Dr.
Hillis. We are sure it will flad noth
ing incompatible with ‘‘the faith of
the fathers” in the following trenchant
lines from his pen. We find them in
she current issue of the Liadies' Home
Journal:

“Often unhappiness and discontent
spring from skepticism. P.rhaps our
age has been playing the part of the
gay and foolish prodigal who laft his
home of luxury and comfort to go
forth to wander in the desert,and now,
becoming conscious of its misery, it is
coming to itself. To eech prophet of
unbelief our era has gone in turn, and
now, disgusted, men turn wearily
away from all. Already the atheistic
volumes are relegated to the top shelf
and are thick with dust. Havingleaten
the crumbs that fell {rom the table of
positivism, man fiads himself gaunt,
tamished. BSociety is equally tired of
the philogophy that made man crawl
up out of the ocz> and elime of the
ocean. Saculariem has ripened only
the apples of Sodom, leaving ashes and
soot in the mouth. Romanes, Fiske
and James seem interested in agnostic
ism no longer. Oa a cold January
day Morlais Jones saw a pet monkey
climb into a chair before a picture ofa
blazing fire and there try to warm its
shivering paws. Our generation has
found out sthat materialism, secular
ism and agooeticism are painted fire,
and the cold chill of discontent has
crept over the soul. Recalling his
skeptical pericd, Matthew Arnold
likened himself to the Greek who stood
in the ancient temple with mournful
awe and bister tears looking down
upon his gods fallen from their pedes
tals, Whean God goes, gloom, sadnees
and depreseion come. The fact ie, man
is made for Grd, and urqiiet is his
heart until it reets in Him. Man can
never forges the eplendor of the palace
in which he was reared and the glories
of that paradise in which he yet may
roam. Tae vigion of that which he has
been di:coatents him with the tawdry
philosophies, with their lack of dignity,
regerve and noble futurity. Make man
an animal, bis end pleasure, his guide
selfishness, and Job's words come to
miod: ‘I bhave said to corruption,
Thou art my father; to the worm,

Thou art my mother, and my sister,’”
————y . —

The American Monthly Ryview of
Reviews for May devotes considerable
gpace to a survey of recent develop
ments in American citiea. The editor
commenta on the re-election of Mayor
Carter Harrison in Chicago, on Mayor
Jones' remarkable triumph in Toledo,
on the Detroit projzct for municipal
ownership of the street railways, and
on the general eituation in Boston, S8an
Fraocisco, Minaeapolis, Cleveland,

enver, 8t. Louis, Pailadelphia, Piuts-

ourg, and New York. Dr. Bnaw's
atudy of the mnew San Franciscd
charter, is full of suggestions for

municipal reformers in other cities.
Tne experiments of the ‘“‘initiative”
and the ‘‘refendum,” for which the
new charter provides, will b: watched
with intense interesat.

- - o

A SPLENDID VESSEL WITH A
SPLENDID RECORD.

The famous cruiser, Rileigh, which
fired the first shot in Dawey’s cele
brated battle of Manila B 1y a year ago,
anchored in North Carolina waters for
the first time last week. A number of
cisizens of Rileigh and other North
Caroclina towns, ye associate editor
among them,visited this worthy name-
sake of our capital city, while she lay
at anchor near Southport. The Ral
eigh, not content with firing the first
810t in the first real'y great baitle
of the BSpanish-American war, algo
has the honor of having fired the last
shot cf that war. Accordingto Qapt.
Cogblan’s story, it occurred this way:
Manila as our readers know was taken
just after the signing of the peacs pro
socol, but before news of that event
reached Manila. It was therefore the
last batile of ithe war. When at the
close of the battle the sigoal order
*ceaze firing,” wasgiven, the R.leigh’s
officera though knowing perfecily well
the significance of the order, went
through the formality of deciphering
it, and manpaged to get in one or two
extra shota while this wasin progreas.

As the other boats read the signal at
s'ight aad promptly ceased firing, the
Rileigh came out of the war with the
rare destinction of having fired the
first enot 1n the first great battle and
the last shot in the last battle of a
great war.

No w.nder theRaleigh hasexcited the
jealousy of other cruisers—and larger

J

veasels, for that matter—and is the
pride of our city.

DIRECT LEGISLATION.

Prof. Frank Parsons, professor in
Boston University School of Law, one
of the foremost economic authoritiee of
our time, writee:

Is self government righti If so, the
referendum and initiative follow. I
believe in self grvernment for the sake
of justice, safety, manhood, educa-
tion, development, and therefore I be-
lieve in the referendum, the most
promising means of enabling the peo-
ple to exert more real and effective
control over legislation, whereby we
may hope to secure a more perfect
goveromeant by aud for the pecple.

Direct legislation means simply an
actual instead ol a mere theoretic
govereignity of the people. We are
governed to day, not by democracy,
but by an elective aristocracy holding
for a term. The people are sovereign
only at the moment of the election—the
men they elect become their masters
for one, two, four, six years, as the
case may be. Belf-government is one
thing—the choosing of the men who
are to govern you is a very different
thing. A child may choose its guar-
dian; a slave might be given a voice in
the selection of his mastera and yet be
absolutely subject to his dominion after
the choice were made.

Power will be used in the interests
of the possesaor. If the power of gov
ernment is to be used in the interests
of the people they must have continu-
oue and efective posseasion of the gov
ernment. We call our legislators
‘‘agents” and the people their ‘‘princi
pal”"—queer agents who can give away
their principal’s property despiie his
protest, and are not respors ble to him
during their term of service; quser
principal that cannot veto bis
‘‘agents’” plans, no matter how much
he obj-cts to them nor instructs his
agente what to do whenever he sees fit,
nor discharge said agents when they
refuse to carry out his orders; queer
principal who has to obey the com:
mands of his ‘‘agents,” instead of giv
ing tham orders.

Legislatures and city couancils not
infrequently submit to the people ques
tions of importance on which they
wish to enact an honest law, but they
never subit a franchise steal to the peo
ple; when they are acting from honest
motives they often ficd the referendum
very helpful in ccming to a wise and
just conclurion, but when they are
acting from corrupt and eelfish mo
tives they have no use for the referen
dum. Valuable gas, electric lighr,
and s8ireet railway franchise would not
be given away to lobbying corporations
if we had the referendum.

P o —

THE TRUTH ABOUT VACCINA.
TION.

In a recent leciure delivered at Rome
and reported in the London Lancet,
Dz Bzzezz:ro made a deep impres
8ion by bis summing up of the argu
ment of vaccination. He said:

“G:rmany stands alone in fulfilling
in great measure the demands of hy-
giene, having in consequuce of the ca
lamitious smallpox epidemic of 1870-
71 enacted the law of 1874, which
‘makes vaccination obligatory in the
first year of life, and revaccination
also obligatory at the tenth year.’
What was the result?

**With a population of 50,000,000,
having in 1871 loat 143,000 lives by
emallpox, she found by her law of 1874
the mortality diminishes so rapidly
that to-day the disease numbers only
116 victima a year. These cases, more-
over, occur almost exclusively'in towns
on her frontier.

“If it were true,” continued Prof.
Bizzezzero, ‘‘that a good vaccination
does mot protect from smallpox,
we ought to find in smallpox
epidemics that the disease dif-
uses itsslf in the well-vaccinated
no lese than ia the non vacei-
nated countries. But itisnotso. In
1870-71, duriog the Franco German
war, the two peoples inter penetrated
each other,the G arman having ite civil
population vaccinated optionally, but
itsarmy completely revaccinated, while
the French (population and army
alike) were vaccinated perfunctorily.
Both were attacked by smallpox; but
the French army numbered 23 000
deaths by it, while the G:rman army
bad only 278; and in the same tent,
breathing the same air, the French
wourded were heavily visited by the
disease, while the German wouaded,
having been revaccinated, had not a

single case.”
——————— s
MA]. GUTHRIE ON THE AMEND-

MENT,

We have received from the author,
Msj. William A. Guthrie, of Darham,
a pamphlet entitled the “Opinion of
a Luwyer on the Constitutionality of
the Proposed Amendment to the Con-
stitution of North Carolina.” Maj.
Guthrie was the nominee of the Popu
liat party for Governor in 1896 and is
known as one of the ableat lawyers in
the S:ate.

Msj Guthrie writes in the preface:
*‘Without any definite preconceived

opinion beforehand, my investigation
of the subj cs has led me to the irre
gistible conclusion that the proposed
Amendment, if adopted, would not be
in conflict with the Constitution of the
United States; and further, that even
if the 5:h Section (which is the contro
verted one) were uncoastitutional,
and should be 8o declared by the courts,
the Amendment in its entirety is so
construct d that it would have to stand
or fall as a whole. The reasons for my
conclusion are set forth in the follow
ing article, which I have written for
publication in answer to the foregoing
inquiries.

**As to the State policy of adopting
the proposed Constitutional Amend
ment, I am fully convinced, by thirty
years' past observation and familiarity
with current political events and pres-
ent political conditione in North Caro
lina, that the future progress and ma-
terial development, lasting peace and
and good order of society, prosperity
and happiness of all races, and classes
of citiz :ns, including men, women and
children within cur S ate, would be
promoted by the adoption of the pro
posed Amendment, and so believing,
with the lights before me, I shall feel
it a patriotic duty to vote at the next
election in favor of the proposed
Amendment, and I hope to see at least
a majority of the votersof the S:ate

take the same view of the matter.”
—_—iy oo

DIVORCE STATE FROM NATION-
AL POLITICS.

In a very timely article on the sub-
ject of too frequent elections, the Aus-
tin Statesman says: ‘'Could not elee-
tiens be better acranged to keep sepa
rate National and State affaire? As
the schedule is no» arranged in Texas
every two years we must vote for our
Congressmen along with our State cffi
cials. And then every four years we
mix in the presidential election along
with congressional and State affairs,
Do we get the best results from such a
plant We believe not.

“Yet, it could be easily arranged so
that our State elections would be en
tirely dis associated from our National
elections and it should be done. For
really the queations involved in the two
classes of elections are 80 entirely dis
gimilar that the elections should never
occur on the same day. The choice of
Congreassmen or a President should not
be it fluenced by local Scate issues and
certainly the rule would work to best
advantage when revers:d. We do not
believe a man’s views on Nationsl
questions should interfere with his
election for governor of a Siate, if in
all ways he is peculiarly ficted to con
duct the affairs of that Siate better
than his opponent or most any other
man who could be selected for gover
nor. Nor do we think the views of a
governor &8 to any particular candi-
date for Congress should bave a decid
ing effact in the choice of a congress
man, but that the congreasional candi
date’s standing on National questions
and his peculiar fitness for the office
should be the dominating test.

*By putting the election of our gov

ernor and other S:ate cfficials upon
years when they could never conflict
with National elections, State issues
could thea be diecuized absolutely by
themselves and the State would be
greatly the gainer by the changs. Also
aa part of a pian to keep a State’s af

fairs entirely separate from National
questions it would be well to arrange
that county elections should also never
fall on Natiooal election days. In this
way counties as well as the State at
large would be greatly advaantaged.
And both these results could be accom-
plished by making the terms of ocur
State and county officer four instead
of two years, and placing thefirat elec

tion under the nmew plan oo an odd
year in the nex: century. Presidential
and congressional elections will always
in the next century fall on even years,
and thus we can keep State and Fod

eral questions entirely apart.

**‘And this leagthening of the terms
of our State and county cfficials from
two to four years has more advantages
than posasible disadvantages. Possibly
then we would be far more careful in
the election of all such cofficers and a
plan could be devised to keep fhem
strictly to their duty, or removal woula
quickly follow. As to S:ate affairs we
see at least one specially potens reason
why four years would be a better
length of term. For this would tend
to turther take the management of all
our eleemosynary instituiions out of
politica. It 18 a shame that civil ger-
vice rules do not absolutely apply o
them, but as long as they do noti, then
80 much more the necesssity that the
greatest care should be taken in the
selection of those in control of them
and that their term of cffice should be
as long as possible. Buioutside of a
question of all detail in workiog out
the plan it certainly must be evident
it would be far bstter tosoarrange our
elections as that S:ate eleciions wouid
be entirely separate from the Natiooal
evenia. We cannot better inaugurate
the new century than by making the

At Their Old Tricks-~The Major Findy
That His Spoon is Bottom Upwayg,
When it Rains Much,

B.—*‘Hello! Mr. Editor.”

R.—'"“Hello! Msjor. Anything ey
ing out in your neck 0’ the wogg
to day t”

B.—*'Well, not much. I'm a ljt
exsited myself over the way thingy
are goin’' on in Raleigh. I'm mad, g
My friends are awlways wurkin’ sump.
thin’ new on me an’ not lettin' p,
know erboutit. Isee they've binjy
Raleigh tryin’ ter git inter the Agy
cultural Dspartment by main strengy
an’ awkwardness. If I'd a knowe
that a great game wuz goin’on I'q,
bin there an’ tried ter grab scmethijy
myself. 1'd a took choice ov anythin
frum the Governorship down an'y
tried ter break in an’ captureit. W
fellers don’t want any pie, but we wi
go furder an’ do more things ter gj
pie than any get ov men in creashigy,
But, of course, we are actin’ frur: paty.
otick motives pure an’ simple—fer the
gude ov the S:ate. I've a noshun te
go ter the Paillipine Islands an'|g
Dawey shoot at me with Lkiz whqj
fleet. Gudebye.”

NEWSPAPERS NOT NOVELS,

We believe that Aunt Jennie or soms
other Progressive Farmer correspond
ent has expresged the opinion that the
yellow journale, the sensational, scan
dal loving newsapers are doing mor
to corrupt morals than all bad novels
combined. And why?! An answer i
given in the following poragraph from
the current issue of the Ladies' Home
Journal: *“I know a woman who
burned up a copy of a novel that had
been given her because she feared its
moral tone might demoralize her song,
who at the sam? time were devouriog
daily certain sensational newspapers. |§
This 18 what I call lack of discrimina-

tion.” And it was.
- e B =

We have been asked to give our | &
readers the cost of the late Genersl
Assembly. We learn from the Btak
Treacury Department that warraoh
have been paid amounting as follows
Mileage and per diem Senatse

members
Mileage and per diem House

-----------------

members................. 32 595 Wl
Senate employees........... 73111
House employees........... 9 521 4

General Aeszembly contin-

4047 B

-------------------

$68,003 4
Add to’ this the donation
made by approqriation to
the oyster fraud manipu
latora

483 &

—

....................

$ 1

Aund the total amount so far
$69 986 %

-------------------

s 3
APROPOS OF “POSTAL SAVING @
BANKS.”

It ia related of a negro who had the
princely sum of fifty dollars in his po
scasion that he called upon a merchant
friend and said: ‘“I'se got a little
mattah o’ fifty dollars shat I wani 0
get shet of ; what’s the price of intrusi
nowi” “0,” said the merchant, "l
can make it six per cent.”

A year later the colored capitalisi
called again, and handing out thre¢
dollars said: ‘‘Here’s your intrus
boss, an’ I'd like fer yer to keep ibe
money fer me anudder year.” ‘‘But,’
said the merchant, “'I'm the one topey §
the interest, not you, and here's tb¢
money.”

*Fo’ de Lawd’s sake!” exclaimed tb¢
astonished depositor. ‘‘Is that whe!
intrust is? I e'posed it was what Ibsd
to pay you fer takin’ keer o' DJ
money.”

Few people have this kind of ignor
ance regarding interest, but all appr®
ciate the advantages of having an 8%

solutely safe place in which to depost
taeir surplus funda
—_———p e

Some of our North Carolina frieod
who have gone into fita over the bo"
ror of the Sam Hose sffair would
well to read the story of the Wilmioé

ton riots.
—_—— - ——————

The State Dental Aesociation met I*
week at Raleigh. Twenty four &
plicants for licenae to practics den
were examined and 23 passed.

When you write o advertisers ples*

change proposed.”

mention this paper.




